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EDUCATION  

PhD, Political Science, University of Kansas          May 2017 

Majors:  Comparative Politics and International Relations 

Minor and Graduate Certificate:  Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

Dissertation: “Moroccan Feminist Activism:  The Innovators and Drivers behind the 

Push to Equality:  Accomplishments, Shortcomings, and Future Priorities” 

Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Honor Society 

 

MA, Arabic-Islamic Studies, University of Kansas            May 2012 

Thesis:  A Muslim Feminist Interpretation of Women’s Empowerment and Gender 

Parity:  Case Studies of Morocco and Egypt 

Certificate in Service Learning 

 

MA, International Affairs, George Washington University, DC                   May 1997 

Elliott School of International Affairs      

Concentration:  Middle East-Former Soviet Relations 

 

BA, University of Kentucky magna cum laude                          May 1991 

Double Major: Russian and French; Minor: English  

Phi Beta Kappa Alpha French Honor Society 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 

• Women’s Learning Partnership Moroccan Case Study Researcher, 2016-2017. 

$5,000. 

• PEO Scholars Award, 2015-2016. $15,000. 

• Presentation Scholarship, Gender and Corruption Conference, Gothenburg, Sweden, 

May 2016.  All expenses. 

• Presentation scholarship at VAW Conference, Fez, Morocco, May 2015.  Food and 

lodging. 

• Presentation scholarship at APSA Women and Good Governance Working Group in 

Berlin, Germany, Oct 2014.  (All expenses paid by the Collaborative Research Center 

SFB 700 Governance in areas of limited statehood.) 

• Mediterranean Women’s Conference in Fez, Morocco, June 2014.  Food and lodging. 

• Foreign Language and Areas Studies (FLAS) Academic Year Fellowship (Arabic) 

2013-2014 $33,000 in tuition and living stipend. (DECLINED) 

• University of Kansas Graduate Student Conference Grant, Presentation at al-

Akhawayn University, Ifrane, Morocco.  March-Apr 2012. $500. 

• Foreign Language and Areas Studies (FLAS) Academic Year Fellowship (Arabic) 

2010-2011 $33,000 in tuition and living stipend. 
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STUDY ABROAD AND IMMERSION TRAINING 

Moscow State University (Advanced Russian)     summers 2010, 2012 

Middlebury College (Intensive Arabic)     summer 1997  

Diplomatic Language Services/State Department (Intensive Arabic)       1994-1995 

Middlebury College (Intensive Russian)                 summers 1990, 1989 

Indiana University (Intensive Russian)     summer 1988  

International Universities, Quebec, Canada (Intensive French)                     summer 1987 

 

SELECT INTERNATIONAL FIELDWORK  

• Southwestern Morocco (Agadir and Marrakech)                            Jan-Feb 2018 

Conducted comprehensive interviews with organisations supporting women outside 

the family-based legal framework in Morocco with focus on legal code 

discrimination. 

• Southeastern Morocco (Ouarzazate)                                     Oct 2017 

Explored women’s rights activism and capacity-building initiatives outside the Rabat-

Casablanca Corridor via interviews with women’s associations. 

• Case Study Fieldwork in Morocco                                        Oct-Nov 2016 and Jan 2017 

Collaborated in 11-country survey directed by former UN VAW rapporteur Yakin 

Erturk, analysing impact of legal discrimination on violence against women in 

Morocco. Feather (2017). “Moroccan Case Study.” 

• Preliminary PhD Fieldwork in Tunisia                           Jun 2015 and May-Jun 2016 

Interviewed women’s rights leaders in all major Tunisian women’s rights 

organisations regarding post-Arab Spring activism and reform initiatives. 

• Preliminary PhD Fieldwork in Morocco on Grassroots Activism                  May 2015 

Interviewed grassroots activism surrounding pedophilia.  Feather (2018).  “Najia Adib.”  

• Preliminary PhD Fieldwork in Morocco     Mar-Apr 2012, Jun-Jul 2013, Jun-Jul 2014 

Interviewed women’s associations across the ideological spectrum re variation in concerns 

and approaches to legal reform.  Feather (2014). “Competing Frameworks.” 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND GLOBAL COMMUNITY SERVICE  

• Hosting exchange student from Tunisia, through American Councils, 2018-2019 

• Presented “Intersections of Marginality in Morocco” at Missouri State P.E.O. Convention, 

Kansas City, MO. June 30, 2018 

• Member Planning Committee for Association of Middle East Women’s Studies 

(AMEWS) 2013-CURRENT. 

• Presented “Feminist Activism for Violence Against Women in Morocco” for P.E.O. Kansas 

State Convention, Wichita, KS. June 6, 2015 

• Hosted exchange student from Morocco, through American Councils, 2010-2011 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

• Arabic 210 and 220, Summer 2014  

Summer Language Institute, University of Kansas, Lawrence  

Developed and taught intensive second year Arabic courses, on-line and 

classroom components 

 

• Arabic 110 and 120,  Fall 2011-Spring 2012 

University of Kansas, Lawrence 

Taught 5-hours/week first year Arabic course, including developing syllabi and 

all course material 

 

• Arabic and Russian,  Aug 2004-May 2013 

Johnson County Community College, Overland Park     

Taught introductory continuing-education courses in Arabic and Russian 

languages, developed curriculum; Organized and led study abroad trips to 

Moscow State University, Russia (2010, 2012) 

 

• Middle East and Former Soviet History Courses, Aug 2005-May 2010 

Johnson County Community College, Overland Park 

Developed and taught introductory continuing education seminars on 

Middle East History, Russian History, and Islam and World Religions, 

 

• French, Fall 1990 

University of Maryland, Baltimore  

Taught French Conversation 

 

 

GUEST LECTURER 

• “Women and Politics in the Middle East” for POLS 662 (Gender and Politics) 

University of Kansas, Lawrence. Oct 6, 2016 

• “Civil Society Activism in North Africa” for AAAS 117 (Women and Islam) and 

AAAS 415 (Women and Islam) University of Kansas, Lawrence. October 8, 2014 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Moroccan Case Study Researcher, May 2016-May 2017 

• Moroccan case study researcher for eleven-country survey analyzing the impact 

of discriminatory family laws on violence against women (VAW) 

• Conducted in-depth interviews with stakeholders inside and outside of 

government, VAW listening centers, overnight shelters, and VAW survivors and 

led workshop with women’s associations to vet findings 
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Department of Defense, 1990-2002 

• Team Chief of 18-member Counter-Terrorism Team, DoD, 1998-2002 

Led 18-member Counter-terrorism Team which detected, tracked, and averted 

major terrorist event 

• Lead Country Analyst, 1996-1998 

DoD point of contact for questions and analysis regarding target country 

• Language Analyst, 1990-1996 

Translated Arabic, Russian, and French language material into English 

and wrote corresponding analytic reports 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Feather, Ginger. (forthcoming/2019) “Moroccan Women’s Movement:  

Navigating Contested Cultural Norms and Legal Discrimination in the Fight 

against Gender-Based Violence.”  The Journal of Applied Language and Culture.  

• Feather, Ginger.  (forthcoming/2019). “The Melding Visions and Discourses of 

Feminist and Conservative Islamic Women’s Associations over Women’s Rights 

and Social Justice in Morocco.”  Faiths at the Cross-road of Modernities: The 

Politics of Religious Peace in Morocco. Edited by Najib Mokhtari.  Rabat:  

International University of Rabat. 

• Feather, Ginger.  (forthcoming/2018). “Gender Equality and Democratization of 

the Muslim Nuclear Family:  Attitudinal and Generational Change with Shifting 

Power Differentials.” Chapter in An Age of Uncertainty: The Double Edged 

Politics of Empowerment and Sidelining Women in the MENA Region.  Edited by 

Drude Dahlerop and Hanane Darhour.  New York: Palgrave MacMillan 

Publishers.  

• Feather, Ginger.  (2018). “Moroccan Constructivist Scholars Re-Envision a State 

of Gender Inclusivity and Global Social Justice.”  Concluding chapter in Dialogic 

Configurations in Post-Colonial Morocco:  Rhetorical Conjectures in Arts, 

Culture, and Politics. Edited by Najib Mokhtari.  Rabat:  International University 

of Rabat. 

• Feather, Ginger. (2018).  “Najia Adib:  A One-Woman Campaign Against 

Pedophilia in Morocco.”  chapter in Women Rising: Resistance, Revolution, and 

Reform in the Arab Spring and Beyond.  Edited by Rita Stephan and Mounira 

Charrad.  New York:  New York University Press. 

• Feather, Ginger (2017). “Moroccan Case Study:  The Impact of Discriminatory 

Legal Codes undergirded by Patriarchal Cultural Norms and Conservative 

Religious Interpretations on VAW in Morocco.” Policy Brief for Women’s 

Learning Partnership’s Global Campaign to Advocate for Reform of 

Discriminatory Family Codes. 
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• Feather, Ginger.  (2017).  “An Emancipatory Feminist Discourse within an 

Islamic Reference: Mernissi’s Legacy in Praxis.”  chapter in Defaulting 

Boundaries of Islamic Feminism:  The Dialogics of Difference in Fatema 

Mernissi’s Writings.  Rabat: International University of Rabat.   

• Feather, Ginger. (2014). “Competing Frameworks:  Feminists Differ over Best 

Path to Moroccan Women’s Rights.” Journal of Women and Human Rights in the 

Middle East. Baker Institute. 

(http://bakerinstitute.org/media/files/files/224dfe9a/WHR-pub-Journal-Issue2-

061614.pdf) 

BOOK EDITORSHIPS 

• Co-editor with Najib Mokhtari. (forthcoming/2019). Faiths at the Cross-road of Modernities: 

The Politics of Religious Peace in Morocco.  Rabat:  International University of Rabat. 

• Co-editor with Najib Mokhtari. (2018). Dialogic Configurations in Post-Colonial Morocco:  

Rhetorical Conjectures in Arts, Culture, and Politics.  Rabat:  International University of 

Rabat. 

• Co-editor with Najib Mokhtari. (2017). Defaulting Boundaries of Islamic Feminism:  The 

Dialogics of Difference in Fatema Mernissi’s Writings.  Rabat:  International University of 

Rabat. 

 

SOLICITED BOOK REVIEWS AND BLIND REVIEWER 

• Ginger Feather. (2018, Spring). Review of Middle East Studies (RoMES):  52(1) 

Leila Zaki Chakravarti, Made in Egypt:  Gendered Identity and Aspiration on the 

Globalized Shop Floor (New York: Berghahn Books, 2016).   

• Ginger Feather. (2017, November 21) The Journal of North African Studies 

(JNAS) Review of Mariz Tadros, Resistance, Revolt, & Gender Justice in Egypt: 

Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East (New York:  Syracuse 

University Press, 2016), 22(5):  907-909.  

• Journal of Women, Politics, and Policy 

TRANSLATED FOREIGN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH  

• Silis, Jennie. (2016). An Honorable Woman. Germany: CPI books GmbH. 

SELECT SCHOLARLY CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

• “Entering a Post-Feminist Phase and the Rise of Youth Social Justice Movement.”  Feminism 

in Crisis Conference. American University of Beirut, Lebanon. January 19-20, 2018. 

• “Democratization of the Nuclear Family:  A Precursor to Democratization in Muslim-

majority Countries.” International Conference on Gender and Politics. Ouarzazate, 

Morocco.  October 24-26, 2017. 

• “Moroccan Case Study Exploring the Impact of Discriminatory Legal Codes, 

Patriarchal Cultural Norms, and Conservative Religious Interpretations on VAW.”  

WLP Workshop.  Rabat, Morocco.  January 13, 2017. 
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• “Najia Adib: A One-Woman Campaign Against Pedophilia and the Systemic and 

Structural Impediments to Justice for Women in Morocco.”  Middle East Studies 

Association (MESA). Boston, MA.  November 17-20, 2016. 

• “The Impact of Women’s Personal and Legal Empowerment on Corruption in 

Predominantly-Muslim Countries:  Case Studies of Morocco and Tunisia.” American 

Political Science Association (APSA). Philadelphia, PA. September 1-4, 2016. 

• “Gender and Corruption:  the Impact on Family Law and Penal Code Reform:  Case 

Studies in Morocco and Tunisia” Gender and Corruption Workshop.  Gothenburg, 

Sweden. May 23-24, 2016. 

• “The Discursive Repositioning of Women’s Associations and Youth Vis-à-vis the 

State in Post-Arab Spring Morocco and Tunisia” The Unfinished Project of the Arab 

Spring.  University of Edmonton, Canada. September 25-27, 2015. 

• “Competing Frameworks and the Impact of Women’s Movement Activism on Gender 

Reform and Good Governance:  Case Studies in Morocco and Tunisia” 4th European 

Conference on Politics and Gender. Uppsala, Sweden, June 11-13, 2015. 

• “Najia Adib:  A One-Woman Campaign against Pedophilia and Child Servitude in 

Morocco” Mediterranean Women’s Conference on Violence Against Women, Fez, 

Morocco. May 29-31, 2015. 

•  “Women’s Empowerment:  the Necessary Precursor to Good Governance and 

Democratization in Fourth Wave Predominantly-Muslim Countries” APSA 

Governance in Areas of Limited Statehood Conference:  Berlin, Germany. October 

29-31, 2014   

• “Women’s Empowerment:  a Necessary but Insufficient Precursor to Democratization 

in Fourth Wave Predominantly-Muslim Countries.”  American Political Science 

Association (APSA) Washington, DC, August 28-31, 2014 

•  “Competing Frameworks:  Moroccan Islamist Feminists and Western-Leaning 

Muslim Feminists Diverge over Best Path to Moroccan Women’s Rights”  

Mediterranean Women’s Closed Session, Fez, Morocco June 21-23, 2014. 

• “Links between Women’s Empowerment and Democratization in Fourth Wave 

Predominantly-Muslim States” European Political Science Association (EPSA): 

Edinburgh, Scotland June 19-20, 2014. 

• “Competing Frameworks:  Moroccan Islamist Feminists and Western-Leaning 

Muslim Feminists Diverge over Best Path to Moroccan Women’s Rights.” Yale 

Distinguished Speakers Forum. New Haven, Connecticut. April 2-3, 2014. 

•  “Moroccan Women’s Agency: Securing Family Law Reform, Penal Code Reform, 

and Socio-Economic Reform” Middle East Studies Association (MESA):  New 

Orleans, Louisiana October 10-13, 2013  

• “The Impact of Family Law Reform on Demographic Changes:  Egypt and 

Morocco.”  African Studies Association (ASA): Philadelphia, PA November 29-

December 1, 2012. 

• “Assessing Women’s Empowerment and Gender Parity in Morocco and Egypt through 

a Muslim Feminist Lens” Arab-Spring Revisited Conference, al-Akhawayn University, 

Ifrane, Morocco.  March 28-29, 2012.  

 

 

  



 7 

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

• American Political Science Association (APSA) member 

• American Political Science Association-Midwest (APSA-Midwest) member 

• Middle East Studies Association (MESA) member    

• Association of Middle East Women’s Studies (AMEWS) member 

• European Political Science Association (EPSA) member 

• Mid-America Alliance for African Studies (MAAAS) member 

• Member AIMS (American Institute for Maghreb Studies) 

• Central Association of Russian Teachers of America (CARTA) member 

• Institute for Policy and Social Research (IPSR) fellow 

 

LANGUAGE, STATISTICAL, AND COMPUTER PROFICIENCIES 

• Advanced level in Modern Standard Arabic, with MA in Arabic/Islamic Studies; 

Certified U.S. government professional Arabic Language Analyst 

• Advanced level in Russian, U.S. government level-3  

• Advanced level in French, U.S. government level-3 

• Native English speaker 

• Quantitative Analysis Tools:  Stata, Atlas.ti  

• Office Tools:  Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point 

 

 


